
 

 

Invitation 

Underneath the Baobab:  
„Im Namen der Tiere“- A Reading by and with 
Olivier van Beemen 
 

African Parks manages 23 nature reserves in thirteen African 

countries, covering an area the size of Great Britain. African 

governments have handed over complete control over their land to 

this non-governmental organisation, which has ‘A business 

approach to conservation’ as its motto. In his book Im Namen der 

Tiere, Olivier van Beemen shows how the organisation deploys 

armed forces with extensive powers to protect the areas - from 

terrorists, poachers, but also the local population. The latter are no 

longer allowed to enter the land they traditionally use and violent 

attacks occur.  

Van Beemen criticises the fact that the project, which is often 

praised as a very good example of nature conservation and is 

supported by safari tourism as well as donations from celebrities 

and Western governments, produces an appearance of beautiful 

images of intact nature that does not stand up to reality.  

Following his award-winning research on the brewing group 

Heineken in Africa, Olivier van Beemen has written another 

insightful book that has received both praising but also critical reviews. The journalist spent over three 

years researching the book, travelled to six countries and spoke to almost three hundred sources, 

reporting on his experiences of arrest, accusations of espionage and deportation or the threat of legal 

action. How does Mr van Beemen see the situation behind the scenes at African Parks? What conflicts 

arise between nature conservation and the local population? And how can these be resolved? These and 

other questions are the focus of the reading followed by a discussion with Olivier van Beemen, to which 

the German Africa Foundation cordially invites you. 

 

Programme 

Welcoming: Sabine Odhiambo, Secretary General, German Africa Foundation 

Reading: Olivier van Beemen, Author and journalist   

Discussion: Olivier van Beemen, Author and journalist 

Sabine Odhiambo, Secretary General, German Africa Foundation   

Date 

Wednesday, 9 April 
2025, 17:30 – 18:45hrs 
 
Venue 

German Africa 
Foundation, Hotel 
Dietrich-Bonhoeffer-
Haus, Ziegelstr. 30,  
10117 Berlin, 2nd Floor 

Kindly register here by 3 April 

2025. 

The event will be held in 

German and English. 

You are cordially invited to a 

reception following the event. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfczJaaG7U5T0wSdK-qc_K9kfRAYJ_MMAhv0WZZbGVMoZ-vNg/viewform


 

 

Author 
 

 

Olivier van Beemen  
Author and journalist 

Olivier van Beemen Dutch investigative journalist who specialises in Africa. In 
2019, he was awarded the ‘Tegel’, the the most important journalism prize in the 
Netherlands. His articles appeared in international newspapers such as The 
Guardian, Le Monde, NRC Handelsblad and The Continent. His book about the 
brewery Heineken in Africa has been translated into five languages and 
nominated for various prizes.  

 

 

 


