
 
 
 
 
 

Presentation of the 2025 Honorary Award of the German Africa Foundation to the Aid 
by Trade Foundation  

– Interview with Prof Dr Michael Otto 

 

Professor Otto, congratulations on the Aid by Trade Foundation receiving the Honorary Award of the 

German Africa Foundation – a recognition of your longstanding commitment. We would love to hear 

from you personally: What does today’s Honorary Award mean to you? 

The Honorary Award of the German Africa Foundation means a great deal to me and, I am sure, to all the 

dedicated employees who have been recognised through it. It is a tremendous honour and will motivate 

everyone involved to continue their committed efforts for the initiative and for people in Africa. 

 

What inspired your charitable engagement? What led you to found the Aid by Trade Foundation in 

2005? What was your vision back then, and what do you continue to strive for today? 

My philanthropic engagement is rooted in the conviction that economic success and social responsibility 

should go hand in hand – and that businesses have a particular responsibility. The founding of the Aid by 

Trade Foundation in 2005 was a reflection of these principles. My vision was to improve living conditions 

for people in Africa and protect the environment through trade and the principle of “help for self-help.” We 

brought this vision to life through the Cotton made in Africa initiative: combating poverty and protecting 

the environment by activating market forces in Europe and North America. Today, the Foundation is 

working not only in Africa but also in India and China to promote ecological and social sustainability in 

the production of textile raw materials. It cooperates with a global network of retailers and brands. 

  

The same year also saw the launch of Cotton made in Africa, which has since developed into one of 

the world’s leading standards for sustainable cotton production. As you look back over the past 20 

years, what have been the most significant milestones and achievements for you personally? 

Looking back, I’m proud of what has been accomplished over the past two decades. Cotton made in 

Africa is now active in ten African countries and works with more than 800,000 smallholder farmers. Over 

30 percent of African cotton is verified according to the Cotton made in Africa standard. 

We have built numerous schools, installed wells and established health clinics – all of which have directly 

contributed to improving the living conditions of thousands of people. That we have been able to achieve 

such measurable impact through an entrepreneurial approach is, in my view, a great success for the Aid 

by Trade Foundation. 

 

Looking to the future: What goals have you set – as a philanthropist, an entrepreneur, and perhaps also 

on a personal level? 

The Foundation will continue to focus on improving living conditions and protecting the environment. To 

this end, we are working on innovative concepts and new partnerships that support our mission. 

As an entrepreneur, I want to keep promoting forward-looking solutions that are both economically and 

ecologically sustainable. And personally, I hope that my engagement inspires others to also take 

responsibility and contribute actively to making a positive difference in the world. 


